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Women builders of peace in a Church which goes 

forth. 
   

With this topic began the discussions of the conference for the Women of the Middle East and the 

Mediterranean, which took place in Rafina, Attica, from 7 to 9 October 2022 and with the 

participation of women from many countries of the world. 

     The congress of the world union of Catholic women's organizations WUCWO-World Union 

Catholic Women's Organizations took place in Greece at the invitation of the Association of Greek 

Catholic Ladies ‘PANAGIA THE KIVOTOS OF SOTIRIA (Virgin Mary Covenant of the Salvation)’ 

of the Greek Catholic Exarchate, whose members' purpose is the voluntary contribution to the social 

work of the Church. The historical Association of the Ladies of the Exarchate is a regular member of 

the WUCWO since the 1960s and recently in 2021, it became a supporting member of the Federation 

of Greek Catholic Associations.  

        The conference discussed problems and difficulties that women face in their home countries, 

even within their families, as mothers and wives, in these difficult times. During the conference there 

was an exchange of views and discussions on spiritual and social issues that concern today's women, 

their rights, and their struggle to protect their Christian faith in a world where darkness and atheism 

prevail. Emphasis was also placed on faith, prayer, and the spiritual life in which we ought to search 

for strength and protection in Christ and the Virgin Mary.  

       In the end of the Holy Mass, His Excellency Savio Hon Tai Fai, who participated in the mass, in 

his brief greeting, referred to the importance of the conference and the role of women in the church 

and in society for the pursuit of peace, followed by a brief greeting from Mrs. Zoe Liami on behalf of 



the host association of the Greek Catholic Ladies ''PANAGIA THE KIVOTOS OF SOTIRIA'', which 

was responsible for the organization, and it was impeccable in every aspect. This was greatly 

contributed by the spiritual patron of the association, Mons Fr. Vissarion Kouotsis who worked hard 

for the successful conduct of this important conference.  

      Finally, he warmly addressed and expressed his thanks to Mrs. Maria Lia Zervino , President of 

WUCWO and member of the Dicastero of the Bishops and to Professor Gabriella Gambino who was 

also the main speaker of the conference and undersecretary of the Dicastero of the Laity, Family and 

Life, wishing that their work will always be beneficial towards the pursuit of peace and women's 

rights in the suffering regions of our planet. 
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-- ruvaiKti; -riou 01Ko60µ06v· r11v E1priv11 
_a£ µ1a EKKA11aia ~ou Av0Jvt1a1 

ME OUT6 TO 9Eµo 6px1oov 01 EpyoofEc; TOU LUVEOpf-
ou y10 TIC: ruvafKEC: an6 m MEon AvoTo.M KOi m 

Mw6yE10 nou npoyµarononi9nKE om Pocpnvo me; Am-
Klic; on6 7 EWC: 9 OKTwl3pfou 2022 KOi OTO onofo ouµ-
µETEfxav yuvafKEC: on6 noMEc; XWPEC: TOU K6oµou. 

To I:uvEop10 me; noyK60µ1oc; 'Evwonc; Twv 
OpyovwoEwv Koeo·h1Kwv ruvo1Kwv UMOFC - Union 
mondiale des organisations Feminines Catholiques 
www.wucwo.org) Ehal3E xwpo OTnv EM6oa Kar6mv 
npooKhlioEwc; rou I:uvoEoµou TWV EMnvoppu9µwv . 
Ko8oh1Kwv Kup1wv «nAN ArlA H KIBOTOI: THI: 
I:OTHPIAI:» me; EMnv1Knc; Ko8oh1Knc; EE;apxfoc;, nou 
OKOn6c; TWV µEXwv TOU EIVOI n E9EhOVTIKn·npoocpop6 
OTQK01vwv1K6 Epyo me; EKKhnofac;. 0 10Top1K6c; I:uv-
OEoµoc; TWv Kup1wv me; EE;opxfoc; Efvm TOKTIK6 µEhoc; 
me; UMOFC an6 m OEKaETfo TOU 1960 KOi np6ocpora, 
TO 2021, EVIVE µEhoc; OT1ip1E;nc; me; Oµoonovofoc; I:uv-
OEoµwv EMnvwv Ka8oh1Kwv (O.I:.EK). 

I:To I:uvEop10 ouq,Tn9nKav npol3Mµaro KOi ouoKo-
MEc; TIC: onoiEC: avr1µETWnil;ouy 01 yuvofKEC: OTnv narpf-
oa Touc;, aK6µn KOi µEoa OTnv 01KoyEvE16 TOuc; we; µn-
TEPEC: KOi oul;uyo1, OTOUC: OUOKOAOUC: KOlpouc; nou 
OIOVUOUµE. 'Ey1vE avraMayn an6tpEWV KOi oul;nrn9n-
KOV nvEUµOTIKO KOi KOIVWVIKO 9Eµom nou anaoxoho

0

UV 
TIC: onµEp1vtc; yuvaiKEC:, TO OIKOIWµOTO TOUC: KOi TOV 
oywva TOUC: va 01acpuh6E;ouv mv xp10Tmv1Kn Touc; ni-
OTn µtoa OE EVOV K6oµo nou KUpmpxEf TO OKOTOC: KOi 
n a9ifa. 'Evrovn tµcpaon o69nKE OTO etµa me; niOTE-
wc;, me; npooEUxnc; Km me; nvEUµar1Knc; l;wnc; nou ocpEi-
houµE va aval;nrouµE ouvaµn Km npoOTooio OTO Xp1-
0T6 Ka1 mv novayia. 

Tnv Kup1aKn To npwi 9 0KTwj3piou, 6ha m µEhn TOu 
I:uvEopiou, n6vw an6 160, Ehaj3av µtpoc; om 9Efo /\E1-
roupyio nou TEhEoE o I:El3aoµ16mTOc; Anooroh1K6c; 
'EE;apxoc; K.K. Eµµavounh N1v OTov Ka8Eoj)1K6 I. No6 
me; Ayiac; Tp16ooc;, nou tµE1vav Ev8ouoiaoµtvEc; an6 
mv q,ahµwofa me; xopwoiac; Kai m µuoraywyio me; Bu-
l;aVT1vnc; /\arpE:ia~. aMa KOi an6 TOV io1q TO Na6 µE 6hn 
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m µEyohonptnE16 Tou. ntpo on6 m µEy6hn TOUC: Eu-
h6l3E10 Evrunwoiooov 01 napaooo10KEC: noMxpwµEc; 
EvouµooiEC: Touc;, nou unEv8uµ1~ov mv Ko8oh1K6mm 
me; EKKhnoiac; aM6 KOi mv no1K1hoµopcpio Ka1 TOV no- . 
hmoµ1K6 nhouTo me; ov9pwn6mrac;. npoEpx6µEVE<; 
on6 6hEc; TIC: HnEipouc;, 01 KUpiEC: EOTEIAOV µrivuµo El- . 
pnvnc; KOi Ehnioac; µfoa on6 mv niom OTOV Kup10 nµwv 
lnoou Xp10T6. 

Kup1wv «novoyfo n K1l3wT6c; me; I:wmpfoc;» KOi o onof-
oc; ovthol3E mv 01opy6vwon, n onofo nrav Oljloyn on6 
naonc; nhEUp6c;. I:' OUT6 OUVETEAEOE TO µtylOTO O nvEU-
µOTIKOC: nopoOT6mc; Tou I:uvofoµou, o novomohoy16-
TOTOC: Apx1µovopfmc; n. Bnooopiwv Kou6Tonc; o onof-
oc; Epy60TnKE oKhnp6 y10 mv oµoM 01E~oywyn TOU 
onouoofou ouTOu I:uvEopiou. Tthoc;, o io1oc; µE My10 
9Epµ6, npoocpwvnoE KOi onETEIVE EUXOp10Tnp10 Myo 
OTnv Ka Maria Lia Zervino, np6Eopo me; UMOFC KOi 
µthoc; TOU Dicastero Twv EmoK6nwv, Ko9wc; Ko1 OTnv 
Ka8nynTp1a Gabriella Gambino, n onoio nrav KOi n KU-
p10 E1onynTp10 Tou I:uvEopiou Kai Yn6ypoµµarEoc; Tou 
Dicastero TWV /\o'iKWV, me; OIKOVEVEIOC: KOi me; l;wnc;, 
EUXOµEvoc;, TO tpyo TOUC: VO EiVOI n6vrc:i Kopnocp6po 
omv miofwE;n me; E1pnvnc; KOi Twv 01Ko1wµ6rwv TWV yu-
vmKwv, OT1c;·f3ooov1oµEvEc; nEp1oxtc; TOu n>.ovnm uac-. 

I:TO TEhoc; me; 9Eiac; /\moupyfoc; 0 I:El3aoµ16raTOc; 
Savio Hon Tai-fai o onoioc; ouµµETEfxE OTn 9Eio /\E,1-
Toupyia, OTO OUVTOµo XOlpET10µ6 TOU, OVOcpEp9nKE OTn 
onµooia TOU.I:UVEOpi9u KOi TO p6ho TW~ yuvglKWV omv 
EKKhnoia"KOI OTnV"KOIVWVia y10 mv EmoiwE;n me; Elpn-
vnc;, Evw aKohou9noE ouvroµoc; xo1prnoµ_6c; me; t<;oc; 
Zwnc; /\16µn EK µtpouc; TOU cp1hoE;EVOUVTOC: I:uvofoµou 
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